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Matters of General Interest|

Order.

The Past, Present and Future of the Grand Army of the Republic—The

Succession to the Commander-in-Chi
Preference for Veterans—Sons of Ve

efship—The Vexed Pension Question—

terans—Woman's Reliei Corps, elc.

After a lapse of 23 vearswe again “Pitch
eur Tents” and “Light our Camp Fires”
within the gates of this historiy old city of
Philadelphia, and to-day assemble in the
eapacity of the 33d National Encampment
of the Grand Army of the Hepublic. As
we enter within the walls of this loyal eity,
well named the “birthplace of our Repul-
He,” we are deeply impressed with the
precious memories of the early history
of our country which cluster around it
We are upon historic ground, made sacred
by the blood and sacrifices of our patriotic
forefathers in the establishment of this
oountry as a free and independent Nation.

But a few blocks removed, stands the
old Independence Hall, in the main, as it
stood upon that glorious Fourth of July,
1776, when within its portals 56 of the
most devoted and fearless advocates of
freedom and liberty the world has ever
known hravely fixed their names to that
{mmortul document that forever established
this Nation as the “land of the free” and
*home of the brave.”

Within whose walis also were held ses-
plons of the Continental Congress, {rom
which flowed the patriotic eloquence of a
Patrick Henry, sending terror to Briton's
band and arousing the devoted patriots
of the Colonies to greater activity and
daring, the thundering echoes of which
have resounded down through the decades.
as an inspiration, ever prompting Ameri-
ca's sons 10 deeds of valor and heroism
fn defense of those Godgiven rights and
privileges of freedom and liberty.

There, also, hangs the old “Liberty
Bell,” dear to the heart of every. American,
(priceless in value), which pealed forth in
Joytul tones to the colonies, reverberating
throughout the inhabited world, that the
act was performed which made America’s
soil from thence, herceforth, and forever
free. I this city our glorious old hanner.

ble the matchless and unparalled victories?
that followed, the glories of which reached
their culmination at Appomattax.

Truly, the men who compose the Grand
Army of the Republic have lived and acted
in 8 most eventful and important period
of the world's history. The flag that we
followed, and bencath whose folds we
fought, and which we brought back in
triumph from four vears of bloody war, is
to-day the grandest banner that floats o'er
land or sea. We made it the banner of
liberty and Union; the “Yank" and “John-
ny" of the 60's e nd their sons in 15808 made
it ilso the banner of humanity.,

The patriotism taught and exemplified
by the Grand Army of the Republic has
already borne rich fruit, which we, who
survive, enjoy, and induces our people gener-
ally to view with more pleasure and iuterest
the coming together of our organization
in Annual Reunion.

We meet to-day with hearts filled with
—ratitude to our Heavenly Father, that the
lives oif @« manpy of our comrades have
been spared to meet once more, under such
favorable auspices, in this beautiful “City
of Brotherly Love," thiat is according us
a welcome and tendering a hospitality
never surpassed.

DEATH OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SEX-
TON.

When one yvear ago 1 was elected and
assumed the duties of the office of Seunior
Vice Commander-in-Chief, little did |
thizk that as such I would be called upon
to “perforin the duties” and discharge the
obligations of the office of Commander-in-
Chief of this great organization, and stand
before the 33d Nationnl Encampment to
present a report as Senior Viee ard Acting
Commander-in-Chief. It is the first time
in the history of our Order that such duties
have ever fallen upon that officer, which
came through the sad and unprecedented

the Stars and Stripes, was first given to the
breezes of heaven as the symbol of justice, |
freedom, and equal rights.

Surely, if Philadelphia is not the “cradle
of liberty,” she is the

“MOTHER OF LIBERTY,”
for she it was who “rotked the cradle” of
the infart Nution and nourished it to be-
ecome one of the foremost among the Na-
tions of the world. In close proximity are
to be found Valley Forge, Trenton, N. J.,
Germantown—all of Hevolutionary fame.

I have mentiored but few of the many
features of iuterest to be found here di-
rectly connected with the early history
of our country. It is most fitting that this
greal patriotiec organization, the Grand
Army of the Iepublie, should meet upon
this sucred spot.

We hold our 324 National Encampment
of the Grand Army of the Republie within
the bourders of this great Commonwealth,
Penrsylvania, whose wvaried resources
have added 80 much to the wealth of the
Nation, and whose unwavering loyulty
and devotion to her country’s best interests
have ever placed her in the front rank of
the great States of the Union. More than
800,000 of her loyal sons answered the
eall to arms in "61-'65, aud did valiant and
heroic service in the preservation of the
Union.

Within her borders is located the greatest
battlefield of the world, where hundreds of
granite monuments stand, telling of Amer.
fcan valor and herolsm on the bloody field
of Gettysburg; where, led by Pennusyl-
vania’s noble sons, Meade, Hanecock, and
Reynolds, secession and rebellion were
given a decisive blow which hurled them
back in defeat, with broken eolumns, dis-
maved and disheartened, with thinned
ranks, but at n heavy cost; yet it opened
the way for final triumph and made possi-

e

event of the death of our lamented Com-
mander-in-Chief, Col. Jumes A, Sextan,
which oceurred upon Sunday, Feb., 5, 1899,
|in Washington, while faithfully serving
upon an important commission to which
he had been appointed lust September by
the President of the United Slates, the
dutics of which were about completed at
the time of his death., His illness was of
comparatively short duration, and was
serious from the first, foreboding sad re
sults.

Through the kindness of Comrade Hen-
dricks, then Department Commander of
the District of Columbda. | was frequently
advised as to the condition of the Com-
mander-in-Chief. The last information
received prior to the announcement of his
death was to the effect that symptoms were
more favorable, and strong hopes indulged
in that he would recover. These encour-
aging words were followed the next day by
the annourdecement of his death, the
sad intelligence reaching me at 1 o'clock
p. m., Sunday, Feb. 5. I immediately
wired condolence to family, and assumed
command, and issued General Order No, 5,
oflicially armmouncing the death of our be-
loved Commander-in-Chief, and directing
that Department and Post Headquarters
and Charters, National, Department, and
Post colors all be appropriately draped, and
that all National, Department, and Post
officers wear the badge of mourning for 60
days from date of his death. Announcing,
also, time and place of interment, and
charging the Department Commander of
Illinois with the duty of furnishing proper
funeral escort.

I officially attended the funeral obse-
quies-held at Memorial Hall, Chicago, on
Feb. 8, where, with the assistance of De-
partment Commander Comrade J, O. Black,

Posts present, the funerzl ceremonios, in
accordance with our ritual, were properly
and approprintely performed.
The Department of Illinois, under the
direction of Commander Black (Columnpin
Post having immedizte chargey, had most
fittingly and elaborately mude all necess
sury arrangements for the solemn exer-
vises. The Horal tributes were elegant,
profuse, and in harmony with the tender
sympathies and impressiveness of the
sorrowful occasion.
On hehalf of the National officers and
staff, the Executive Committee provided
a forel design, and took action, expressive
of their high esteem of the noble dead, with
Jraternal sympathy for the bereaved family
in & beantifully worded iribhute, which was
read by Comrade Sterritt of the Commitiee,
Thus, with tender loving words and sor-
rowing hearts, the last sad rites were per-
formed with ceremonies and tributes be-
fitting his high station in life, our Com-
mander-in-Chief, Col. James A. Sexton,
was laid to rest in the bosom of the city he
loved and had served so well.
PROVIDING A SUCCESSOR.

The office of Commander-in-Chief then
being without an ineumbent, and there
being no clearly defined provision in the
Rules and Regulations as to the exact
“status” of the position or action under the
unprecedented circumstances to be taken
by the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chicef
no precedent having been  established
bearing directly upon the existing con-
ditions as presented, and finding a di-
versity of opinion upon the question
among many of the prominent and leading
members of the Order as to the proper action
that should be taken in the premises, a
“statement of facts” was submitted to the
Judge-Advoeate-General, Hon. EIl Tor-
rence, with the request for an opinion,
which was promptly rendered, and was to
theeffect that there was a “vacancy” caused
by the death of Col. James A. Sexton in the
office of Commander-in-Chief; that the sole
power to fill such vacaney rested in the
National Council of Administration; that
the Exccutive Committee of the National
Council of Administration, by virtue of
the authority conferred upon it by the
action taken at the 11th National Encamp-
ment, held at Providence, R. 1., had the
power delegzated to it to act in the matter
for the full Couneil of Administration.
After giving the question much consid-
eration, and consulting with high authori-
tics upon Grand Army law, I did not fully
coincide with the opinion of the Judge-
Advocate-General. The position oceupied
by your Senior Vice Communder-in-Chief
was one of a most delicate nature. The
great expense involved in ealling together
the entire National Council of Administra-
tion, in whom I believed the sole power
was Invested (if there was in fact a va-
caney), was somewhatapalling, and caused
serious doulbts as to whether such action
would meet with the approval of the Na-
tional Encampment, unless it could be
clearly shown that it was ahsolutely neces-
sary for the preservation of the life and
continued  prosperous and healthy ex-
istence of the organization. Such a econ-
dition I did not believe existed. There-
fore, in view of lack of unanimity of opin-
ion upon the question, and with an earn-
est desire that no action should be taken
that would ecause gerious disturbance or
discord within our ranks, with the best
interests of our organization in view, and
at the same time desiring that only such
action might be taken as would be in strict
conformity to the Rules and Regulations,
with a feeling that there was no emergency
requiring hasty action, there being no
limit fixed as to time such action must be
taken—with an honest belief that, as a
mark of respect to the memory of our late
Commander-in-Chief, no action whatever
should be taken before the expiration of
the time fixed for “official mourning” in
General Order No. 5—I deemed it proper
and advisable to allow the matter to rest
for a time. However, at a meeting of the
Executive Commiitee of the National
Council of Administration, held in Phila-
delphla on April 12, the question was
brought up and discussed, and as a result
the following resolution was passed:

“Whereas for the first time in the history
of the Grand Army of the Republic the

the memory of James A.
Commander-in-Chief, th® Senior Vice Com- | FErpenditures.
mander-in-Chief shall Conkinue to perform | For Memorial Day,
the duties of Commander-in-Chicf. and the | . -
office of Commander-in-Chief shall remain |

“Resolved, That ns & mark of respect 1nl
Sexton, late

without an incumbent until the
of the 33d National Encampment.”
Believing, under the peeuliar conditions
existing, this to be & wise and judicious
solution of the question, [ fully and cheor- |
fully concurred, and at once took up the |
work with renewed wigor, rcalizing fully
the responsibility thus imposed. with a de- |
termination to bring my bes. efforts and |
abilities, together with deepest devotion,
i the performance of *he sacred duties thus
devolving upon me, = have tried honestly,
faithfully and conscientiously lo administer
its affairs, and perform all the duties in-
cumbent upon the oflice as they presented
themselves to me. )

WORK OF THE YEAR.
1 have devoted much time to the work,
have visiled many Posts and Reunions,
During the month of May, officially visited
the Department Encampments of Missouri,
Hlinois, Wisconsin and Trdiana; during the
month of June, the Encampment of Ohio.
Everywhere I have found the membership
active, enthusiastic and in a healthy con-
dition, and have been received most cor-
dially, and been given a comrade’s hearty
grecting and welcome,  In thiswork I have
been most efliciently assisted by Junior
Vice-Commander-in-Chief Ross, who has
cheerfully responded to every ecall and
oflicially visited many of the Eastern De-
partments it was not possible for me to
reach. Comrade Ross has ably assisted
and sustained me in all matters pertaining
to the work. i

MEMBERSHIP,

Members in good stand-
ing June 30, 1598......

mecting |

308,603

Gain by Muster-in,...... 7,542
“  “Transfer, ,..... 3,718
“  * Reinstatement... 12,257
“ from Delinquent
Reports...oveeee 4,715
Total £ain. ..o eenes 28,233
Aggregate...,..... ve 333,830
Loss by death ., ..., 0.0. « T,004%,
o onorabile Dis- i
charges. coivees 7,054
& Transferi.....c..eee 3,866
“ Suspension. ...... 22,952
* Dishonorable Dis-
Charge cvevuees 107
® Delinquont Re-
POMS . eesuaans . D368
®  Surrender
Charter. . 513

Total loss,...... 45,855

Members remaining in
good standing June 30,
1800

287,981
FINANCES.

I herewith submit a general statement of
the finances with ull bills paid up to date.
For itemized statement see Quartermaster
General's ltf.-[m:rt.

Cash. Dr.

Received from Charles Burrows, Quar-
termater-General, Oct. 7, 1808:
General Fund ... $1,790.20
Southern Memorial

) T SRS - e 1,4065.85
Grant Monument

Fund......%%..; . 9,T7.09
Sherman  Memorial

1T s TS, = O 226.65
o i —$0,200.48
Received from Jaa,

A. Sexton, Com-

mander - in < €hief,

$uriid(l:ul.iun; “from
RO 54, .., $2,000.00
Rec'd Inf. on 8. s

e o,

. vese = B109
Rec’:jm Int. @Grant

Mem. Fund April

1103809 L nles 88.67
Rec'd Int. Sherman -

Mem. Fund April

11,1809 . ., 000uee 8.40
Rec'd Int. Contri /

bution W.R.C..... 30.00
Rec'd Int. U. 8, _'

Bonds to July 1,

ese ol T €40.00
Rec'd from Sgle of "~

B::fphes...'...... ' 5,140.08 .

R ua‘m'? o 7 851;00
a) BX..00s o
Rec'd. from Contels

butions for Mem,"
2 1808.0000s.e | 1,750.21

Commander-in-Chief hasg died while in

Columbia Post, and comrades of other

office: Theyelore, Be 1§

- —— 17,048.20

The intorsst on the different Tands have
been eredited to their respective Minds.
Cr.

1889, ...
l-‘ur HII]l[liit - - SAPO
For truveling

£1.206.62
4 0465.88

PONSCaars s sennes 130808
For salaries...... ... 3,301.33
For postage, station-

ery  and creden-

AT RS 4,504.31

— $14.470.23

Total  halance on

Nand. cveeeisena $11.672.45

Asneln,

(Credited to funds indicated,)
Cash General Fund.. $1,607.62
*  Grant Monument

Fund...c..... 5,564.36
*  Sherman Me-
morial Fand... 230.05
“  Southern Me-
morial Fund,,. 1,040.42
@ Contribution
Fund W.R.C.. 2,030.00
Total cash........ $11,672.45
Value of supplies on
hand (cost)....... 1,000.94
Gun metal in hands
of J. K. Davison.. 230.20
Lithograph stones. . * 20.00
Electrotypes.......e 8.00
$13,040.59
Investments,
United States Bonds
4 per cent. due
1007, par value., . $16,000.00

IN MEMORIAM.

Another year in the life of the Grand
Army of the Republic has been registered,
and with its cloge there comes to us, as we
pause to take a retrospective view of the past
before entering upon the threshold of the
new year, the sad realization that our ranks
are being rapidly diminished by death,
Many who unswered the roll-call one year
ago have received their fina® discharge and
passed over to join the “silent majority.”
A large proportion of our membership is
rapidly entering the shadows of the even-
ing of life, and each ‘recurring year will
witness a more rapid decrease in our num-
bers. During the past year we have lost
by death {hree of whom were present or
past National officers.

Comrade James A, Sexton, elected one
yvear agoe to the Commander-in-Chiefship,
died Feb. 5, 1890. In his death the Grand
Army lozes one of its most honored, loyal,
active members, He was born Jan. 5,
1844, entered the service of his country
April 10, 1861, and served continuously
until the close of the war. His record as a
soldier was a proud and brilliant one, as
was also his record as a citizen, having
filled many positio s of public trust and
respansibility with fidelity and honor, As
a member of the Grand Army of the He-
public he was ever faithful in the perform-
ance of all duties incumbent upon him.
He loved the Grand Army of the Republie,
and by his warm-hearted, genial comrade-
ship endeared himself to all.

Comrade Rev. Thomas C. Warner, Past
Chaplain-in-Chief, G.A.R., died at his home
in Knoxville, Tenn., July 19, 1890. Com-
rade Warner enlisted in the service June?28,
1861, at the age of 18, serving with his
command until March 25, 1863, when he
was discharged on account of a severe
wound received at the battle of Fredericks-
burg. He was a brave soldier and ex-
cellent citizen, an enthusiastic member of
tha Grand Army of the Republic. He was
elected to the position of Chaplain-in-Ghief
at the 20th National Encampment, which
position he filled with much honor, In his
chosen profession he was a minister of
recognized ability and power. As a citizen
he was intensely loyal in defense of those
principles for which he had fought; as a
comrade of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic hie was active and devoted, an eloquent
speaker, was always In demand at the camp
fire, never failing to delight the old veterans
and leave lasting impressions of true pat-
ricism in the minds of his audience. He
was o generous, noble-hearted comrade, a
true friend, and fearless in his defense of
the right under all circumstances,

Comrade George K. Mallory died at
Parkersburg, W. Va., July 14, 1809. He
was a member of the National Council of
Administration, serving the present year.
He wans a good soldier and citizen, a true
comrade of the Grand Ariny of the Republic,

Totaliseeresessee | $26,305.08

3

L
Gains in Arizona, Delaware, lowa,

HEADQUARTERS GRAND-ARMY OF THE
REPUBLIC, OFFICE OF THE ADJU-
TANT-GENERAL, INDEPEXNDENCE
HALL, PHILADELPHIA, PA., Aug. 24,
1899.

W. C.JOHNEON, SeniorVice Commander-
in-Chief, commanding the Grand Army of
the Republie,
COMRADE:
Inwgompliance with the requirements of
the Rules and Regulations, I have the
honor to submit herewith the report of the
Adjutant-General from Sept. 9, 1898, to
date.

MEMBERSHIP,

The total membership of the Grand
Army of the Republic in good standing
June 30, 1808, was 7,213 Posts with a
membership of 305,603; on Dee. 31, 1898,
7,178 Posts with a membership of 298,747,
and on June 30, 1899, 6,805 Posts with &
membership of 287,081. The gains and
losses for the 12 mouths ending June 20,
1800, are as follows:

RECAPITULATION.
Members in good standing

June 30, 1808, ......... 305,603
Gain by musterin....,.... 7,543
Gain by transfer.......... . 3718
Gain by reinstatement...... 12,257
Gainfrom delinquent reports 4,715

Total gain . v v sevveenas

Aggregare , . ..

28,233
333,836
4

Loss by death............. 5
Loss by honorabledischarge 1,057
Loss by transfer........... « 3.866
Loss by sua:{wnsion ......... 22,052
by dishonorable dis-

chafge. . .....covivenns A 107
Loss by delinquent reports... 9,306
Loss by surrender of charter., 513

45,855

Members in good standing..

June 30, 1899.............. 287,981
Members remaining suspended

June 30, 1800, ......... Soacele 35,368

Total borne on rolls......... . 323,347

Reports received from Departments

show that 7,828 members were dropped
from rolls, having been previously sus-

ended.
ropped from rolls six months
ending Dec. 31, 1808, . ......... 858
Dropped - from rolls six months
ending June 30, 1809, .......... 4170
Total for the year........... cemsi DA

MEMUERSHIP SINCE 1878.

400,489

il 407,781
8RR, .. R e ettt 90880
1803.cesciernnns sessssssasanans 397,228
BB o ve niinin v e b s e e o sy 369,083
1885...... sesssssssnasssssensss 307,030
1 AR S e ey sseeeses 340,610
IR s s cvnsanainsinnsaoniinssns 319,456
1:38....... 305,603
189D, sscivesnnnoasias . 287,081

LOSS BY DEATH.
For year ending—

ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S REPORT.

A Small Decrease in Number of PostsTand Membership.

Recapitulation by Departments, with Gains and Losses—Greatest Loss in Ohio.

Kansas, North Dakota, Utah and Washe

ington and Alaska—Recommendaticns,

—

EXPEXDED I¥ RELIEF.
For six months ending—

Dee. 81, 1908 . ... .. 0s o 76.243 25
Junie 30, 38090 vervierenasnn m.ﬂzm
Total for the year........... .$160,955 64

The year 1800 was the high-water mark
in membership—409,489. Every year
since then has shown a decrease, and it is
not likely that.any year in the future will
show a gain over losses, although enough
comrades and shipmates of the army and,
navy of the civil war period vet remain
to make such a thing possible. Each
year shows an increasing death rate among
the membership. Surely the Grand Army
of the Republic is marching into the shad-
ows, How important, therefore, that,
with each recurring year we apply to the
administration of the affairs of the Order,
the most practical and business-like prin-
ciples and methods. One year ago I re-
ported a decrease of §346.33 in per capita
tax received. as compared with the privious
year, and said then the decrease would
be greater in amount each year. This
year there is a decrease of $431.41 over
Inst year; in two years, $777.74. The
decrease in the sale of supplies over the
year ending June 30, 1808, is §2.242 92,

For the information of all concerned, I
have compiled a table making comparison
between the receipts and expenditures for
the last 10 years. This table shows the
yearly decrease in the revenues of Na-
tional Headquarters. A study of the table
will show very clearly the necessity of a
readjustment of the expenses of National
Headquarters. For the years 1898 and
1809 the Adjutant-Geveral has served
without salary; the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral served without salary in 1598,

Itis not to be expected that the Adjutant-
General will serve without compensation
every year, nor should the faet that a com-
rade has done so for the pust two years
establish a precedent. The matter should
be, and no doult will be, adjusted by the
Council of Administration. When the
position of Custodian of Records was
created, the salary was fixed at $600 per
year. The Quartermaster-General then
had in his charge all supplies and filled
all requisitions. During the last year the
Custodian of Records has done this worl,
as per direction of the Nutional Encamp-
ment, and probably under the same di-
rection will continue to perform this labor.
This arrangement decreases the work and
duties of the Quartermaster-Gereral very
materially. No change, however, has
been made in the salury of this officer:
but whether this Le done or not, the pay

!lof the Custodian of Records should be

somewhat Increased for additional labor
and responsibility imposed. Comrade Hol-
comb, the Custodian of Records, is o moss
efficient and trustworthy officer. g
During the last two years the stenogra-
pher at Headquariers has been paid $416.
He ought to receive at least $500. In
former years $50 per month hus been paid.
A new item of expense is the salury of an
Assistant Adjutant-General, who, under
Commander-in-Chief Sexton, received $100
per month, and under Senior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief Jolinson $75 per month.
This officer has been placed on duty
by and with the Commander-in-Chief,
and in the work he does lessens to some
extent the correspondence of the Adju-
tant-General.

During the last two years no rent has
been paid for Headquarters, and with
Headquarters permanently located in In-
dependence Hall, Philadelphia, through
the courtesy of the City Council of Phila~
delphia, this item of expense can be dis-
coutinued, as well as the annual expensa
of moving Headquarters, reécords, and

(Continued om sesond page.,)

Per
cent.
March 31, 1888....c000enueass 3.020 0.93
o 81,1887 s crarcane vaes 3,406 0.95
- 31,1888....00000rs0.. 4433 1.18
June 80, 1880.....0000... « 4,606 I.18
by e 0,47 1.33
e 1.48
e 1.61
- 1.78
o 1.97
- 2.06
s 2.21
= 2.35
® -80,1888........... wese 1,880 241
B0, 18B0uii.iiciciiieee T,004 278

furniture. I have no recommendations to

(Continged on second page.)




